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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains index numbers for
copper materials used in the manulacture of three types
of electrical equipment (namcly fadustrial electric
motors,  Distribution  wransformers, and  Power
transformers). Each index is presented on reference
base: Year 1983-84 = 1000

2. A detailed description of these indexes was shown
in the Appendix to the June 1984 issuc of this
publication,

Items and weights

3. These indexcs arc fixed weights indexes. The items
included in the indexcs were allocated weights in
accordance with the estimated average values of copper
material used in the manufacture of each type of
cquipment in 1982-83, The weights do not necessarily
reflcet the relative values of materials used by particular
manufacturcrs,

Prices

4. The prices used in these indexes relate 1o the mid-
point of cach month. Prices arc those charged by major
manafacturers or distributors of copper materials to
clectrical cguipment  mannfacturers  for  materiais
delivered into store. The prices used relale 10 materials
of fixed specilications.

5. The index for Fndustrial electric motors is intended
te measure price movements of copper matcrials used in
clectric motors for industrial applications only. This
index docs not necessarily reflect the price movements
of copper used in the manuflaciure of other smaller types
of electric motors, such as those used as componcnts in
white goods or other domestic apphiances.

Index numbers

6. Index numbers for financial ycars arc simple
averages of the monthly index numbers.

7. Indcx numbers for the talest month are preliminary
and subject to revision. However, it may be necessary to
revise index numbers for carlier periods, from (ime 1o
tme, where incorrect prices for those periods are
deiccted later on.

Analysis of index changes

8. Care should be exerciscd when interpreting month-
to-month movements in the indexcs as short-term
movements do not necessartly indicate changes in trend.

9. Movements in indexes from one period 1o another
can be cxpressed either as changes in ‘mdex points’ or as
percentage changes. The {ollowing example ilustrates
the method of calculating index points changes and
percentage changes between any two periods:

Indusirial electric motors index numbers —

November 1994 193.6 {see Table 1}
less November 1993 £58.5 (sce Table 1)
Change in index points 35.1

35.1
Perceniage change = 1585 * 100 = 221

10. 1n this publication percentage changes arc shown
in respect of movemcents between:

+ conscecutive [inancial years
» corrcsponding months of conscculive years
= consecutive months.

Related publications

11. Users may also wish Lo refer to the following price
index publications which arc available on requcest:

Price Indexes of Articles Produced hy Manufacturing
Industry, Australia (6412.0) — issucd monthly
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12. The Open cut amd Underground indexcs enable
comparisons 1o be drawn between them as 1o the
differences in degree of price movement from period 1o
period. They do not measure differences in price levels
between the two methods of mining.

13. Since the wetghts of the indexes arc based on an
average materials usage from & range ol coal mines with
particular characteristics, the indexes are not necessarily
represenialive of the price movements for materials
used in any particular mine.

Analysis of index changes

14, Carc should be cxercised when interpreting month
0 mooth movements in the indexcs as short term
movements do not necessarily indicate changes in trend.

15, Movements in indexes from one pertod to another
can be expressed either as changes in 'index points' or as
percentage changes. The {ollowing cxample illustrates
the method of calculating index poinls changes and
percentage changes between any two periods:

Open cut index numbers —

Oclober 1994 116.1 {sec Tabic 1)
less October 1993 116.3 (sec Table 1}
Change in index points -0.2

Percentage change = %623 x 100 = 0.2
16. In this publication percentage changes arc shown
im respect of movements between:
» consccutive [inancial years
= corresponding months of consccutive years
* consccutive months,

Related publications

17. Users may also wish to refer to the following
publications which are available on request:

Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other Than
House Building, Eight Capital Cities (6407.0) — issued
mounthly

Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Australia (6410.0)
— issued monthiy

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing
Industries, Austratia (6411.0) — issucd monthty

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing
Industry, Austratia (6412.0) — issued monthly

Export Price lIndex, Australia (6405.0) — issued
monthly
Import Price Index, Australia (6414.0) — issued
monthly,

18. Other ABS publications thai may be of intercst
includc:

Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Australia (6312.0) —
issued monthly,

19. Current publications produced by (he ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of Publications and Products,
Austrafia (1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays
and Fridays, a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists
publications to be released in the next few days. The
Cataloguc and Publications Advice are available from
any ABS oflice,

Unpublished statistics
20.  As well as the staustics included in this and relaled
publications, the ABS has a large range of other
relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries should be
directed to the contact in the phone inquiries box at the
front of this publication,

Symbols and other usages
p  preliminary — figures subject to revision.
r  figure or series revised since previous issue.
— nitor rounded to #cro.

Electronic services

2]. A large range of data is available via on-line
services, diskelle, magnetic tape, tape cartridge and CD
ROM. For morc dewils about our clectronic data
scrvices, contact any ABS office.

RICHARD MADDEN
Acting Australian Statistician



TABLE 1. PRICE INDEXES OF COPPER MATERIALS USED IN THE MANUFACTURE
OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT
(Base of cach index: Year 1983-84 = 100.0)

Copper materials used in the manufactire of - .-

fneustrial

electric Distribution Power

Period maotors transformers iransformers
INDEX NUMBERS

1991.62 171.3 159.1 1947
1992 93 178.% 1703 2014
1903 .94 1664 1587 193.7
f993.94
Scptember 1736 164.2 198.]
October 162.7 154.7 1930
November 1585 1515 189.0
December 155.9 153.2 190.4
January 1626 i544 192.0
February 164.0 1559 192.4
March 164.1 156.8 192.4
April 165.3 1572 1928
May 168.8 162.3 195.3
June 178.4 171.5 200.9
foog gy _
Tuly 183.0 [75.2 2060
August 183.2 174.6 206.3
Sepiember 183.4 1758 206.8
Oclober 186.0 1778 2087

November p 193.6 1854 2148




TABLE 1.

PRICE INDEXES OF COPPER MATERIALS USED IN THE MANUFACTURE
OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT — contined
{Base of each index: Year 1983-84 = 100.0}

Copper materials used in the manujacture of --

tndustrial

eleciric Distributton Power

Perind POrS transformers transformers
PERCENTAGE CHANGES
Change from previous year
199 1-92 5.7 -4.3 -38
1992-93 4.1 7.0 34
196394 6.7 6.8 3.8
Change from corresponding month of previous year
FOU3- 09 —
Seplember -1.0 -7 -5.1
October Ly -10.9 -5.6
November -11.6 -12. -6.3
December -10.8 BN -5.4
January -11.9 -12.7 -6.1
[‘ehruary -7 -11.4 6.3
March -1.4 v -4.4
Aprit -4.5 -4.7 -1.3
May 36 4.4 1.8
June 1.5 8.6 47
.05 —
July R.O R.6 6.1
August 8.2 8.1 6.6
Scptember 3.6 71 4.4
Octeber 14.3 149 8.1
November p 221 22.4 137
Change from previous month
1993.94 - -
Seplember 25 1.7 23
October 6.3 5.8 2.6
November -2.6 -2.1 -2.1
December 0.9 11 0.7
January 1.7 .4 08
February 09 1.0 02
March 0.1 .G —
April 0.7 1.3 02
May 2. 32 1.3
June 5.7 5.7 29
1994.95
July 2.6 22 2.3
Augost 0.1 1.3 0.1
Seplermnber 01 0.7 N2
October 1.4 11 09
November p 4.1 4.3 2.9
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